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In the Claims 

Claims 1, 17, and 21 have been amended. 
New claims 26-33 have been added. 

Underlines indicate insertions and strikeouts indicate deletions. 



V (Currently Amended) A thermal plastic expanded foam rectangular 

^ meaVtray trimmed from a thermal plastic expanded foam web, comprising: 
a substantially rectangular bottom wall; 

four side walls extending upward and outward from the bottom wall 
integrally interconnected to each \er at four perpendicular corners each having 
an inside corner angle of 90 degree^; 

each of the side walls having an inclined lower section and an upper 
section that extends upward terminating\n a lip that extends outward around the 

periphery of the tray; and 

the upper wall section having \n alignment corner surface on an 
inside surface of each perpendicular corner\inclined in a vertical plane and 
extending upward and outward to the lip at bach of the four comers, each 
alignment corner surface in a horizontal plane comprising a curved arc having 
an inside corner entrance opening defining an angle that is tess grejJiej than 90 
degrees less than ibq degrees and specificaV provided to receive an 
internal complementary mating corner alignment fixture to maintain the tray 
accurately aligned at the corners as the tray is being trimmed from the thermal 
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plastic expanded foam web, and each inclined corner surface in a vertical plane 
forming an obtuse angle with the bottom wall that is less than a corresponding 
obtuse angle formed between a corresponding lower wall section and the bottom 
wall. \ 


2, (Previously Presented) The thermal plastic expanded foam rectangular 
meat tray as defined in clVim 1 wherein the upper sections of the side walls 
have inside reinforcing ribs fotmed therein in which the inclined alignment corner 
surfaces are indented into therJbs at the corners of the side walls. 


3. (Previously Presented) T^he thermal plastic expanded foam rectangular 
meat tray as defined in claim 1 wherein at least one of the inclined alignment 
corner surfaces extends upward and putward to the lip at a steep angle of 
between 94 degrees and 105 degrees relative to the bottom wall. 

4. (Previously Presented) The thermal plastic expanded foam rectangular 
meat tray as defined in claim 1 wherein at least one of the inclined alignment 
corner surfaces extends upward and outward ro the lip at a steep angle of 
between 94 degrees and 100 degrees relative to fyie bottom wall, 

5. (Original) The thermal plastic expanded^am rectangular meat tray 
as defined in claim 1 wherein the lower sections of the side walls are inclined 
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upward and outward at an angle of between 110 degrees and 140 degrees 
relative to the bottorn wall. 

6. (Previously Presented) The thermal plastic expanded foam rectangular 
meat tray as defined in ctakn 1 wherein at least one of the inclined alignment 
corner surfaces in a horizontai\plane is curved having an arc of greater than 90 
degrees relative to a center of curvature. 

7. (Previously Presented^Thb thermal plastic expanded foam rectangular 
meat tray as defined in claim 1 where\^ at least one of the inclined alignment 
corner surfaces is curved and wherein theNcurved inclined corner surface extends 
upward and outward to the lip at a steep angle of between 94 degrees and 105 
degrees. 


8. (Previously Presented) The thermal plastic expanded foam rectangular 
meat tray as defined in claim 1 wherein the lower sections of the side walls are 
inclined upward and outward relative to the bottom w^ll at an inclined angle of 
between 110 degrees and 140 degrees and wherein at (Wast one of the inclined 
alignment corner surfaces is curved and wherein the curvfed inclined alignment 
corner surface extends upward and outward to the lip at\a steep angle of 
between 94 degrees and 105 degrees. 
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9. (Original) The thermal plastic expanded foam rectangular meat tray 
as defined in clairl 1 wherein the upper section of the side walls has inside wall 
surfaces that are ribbed and extend upward and outward between the lower 
section and the lip a\an inclined angle relative to the bottom wall of between 
110 and 140 degrees. 

10. (Previously Presented) The thermal plastic expanded foam rectangular 
meat tray as defined in claVn 1 wherein the alignment corner surfaces each 
comprise a discrete indented surface that is conical shaped having a steep angle 
of between 94 and 105 degrees\relative to the bottom wall. 

11-16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Currently Amended) A theVnal plastic expanded foam rectangular 
meat tray trimmed from a thermal plastic\xpanded foam web, comprising: 
a substantially rectangular bottota wall; 

side walls extending upward ank outward from the bottom wall 
integrally interconnected to each other at four 90 degree inside corners; 

each of the side walls having a lower Wion with an inclined inside 
surface and an upper section that extends upwar\terminating in a lip that 
extends outward around the periphery of the tray; and 
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the u\per section having a discrete alignment corner surface 
recessed into an internal surface of each 90 degree inside cornar inclined in a 
vertical plane and extending upward and outward to the lip at the four corners, 
each alignment corner \urface in a horizontal plane comprising a curved arc 
covering an angle that coVers an inside corner angle of more than 90 degrees, 
but less than 180 degrees\to provide a complementary inside corner entrance 
opening o f mor e than aero Wgrcoa. - faut Icao than 00 deg r ees relativ e to-tho 
r e sp e ctive 00 degree inoid e oprner , and each inclined inside corner surface in 
a vertical plane forming an obtW angle with the bottom wall that is less than 
a corresponding obtuse angle forrned between the lower section and the bottom 
wall to provide a conical alignmentvsurface at each corner configured to interact 
with an alignment structure of an article trim press. 

18. (Previously Presented) The fneat tray of claim 17 wherein the conical 
alignment corner surface is specifically provided to receive an internal 
complementary mating corner alignment fixture- of a trim press to maintain the 
tray accurately aligned at the corners as thte tray is being trimmed from the 
thermal plastic expanded foam web by the trirnV press. 


19. (Previously Presented) The meat tray df claim 17 wherein the lower 
section provides a coarse alignment surface and tNe conical alignment corner 
surface of the upper section provides a fine alignment\surface. 
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20. (Previously Presented) The meat tray of claim 19 wherein an outer 
surface of the loweXection and the conical alignment corner surface cooperate 
to provide a bifurcate\ alignment structure including the outer surface of the 
lower section which co\perates during a severing operation with a female die 
member to provide a coaL alignment structure and the conical alignment corner 
surface of the upper secti\p which cooperates with a complementary alignment 
surface of an alignment f^ure on a male die member to provide a fins 
alignment structure. 

21. (Currently Amended) \ molded plastic overwrap tray, comprising: 
a bottom wall; 

a plurality of side walls\extending upward and outward from the 
bottom wall, each of the side walls Having an inclined lower section and an 
upper section that extends upward and o\tward around the periphery of the tray 
with adjacent side walls providing an insideV corner angle; 

the upper wall section having aVlurality of spaced-apart alignment 
corner surfaces inclined in a vertical plane a^ extending upward and outward 
to the periphery of the tray, each alignment corrW surface in a horizontal plane 
comprising a curved arc defining an angle\that is greater 
ouuiul w . K M. mi, uuu. lnfl n n nl. ^ HsHes* than a Lpective one of the inside 
corner angles and specifically provided to rreatP „n lfr.roaa»<1 alignment surfac e, 
area and to receive an internal complementary rnating\corner alignment fixture 
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to maintain tfte tray accurately aligned at the corners as the tray is being 
trimmed from thk thermal plastic expanded foam web, and each inclined corner 
surface in a vertical plane forming an obtuse angle with the bottom wall that is 
less than a corresponding obtuse angle formed between the lower wall section 
and the bottom wall, \ 

22. (Previously Presented) The tray of claim 21 wherein the bottom wall 
comprises a rectangular bottoVi wall and the at least one side wall comprises 
four side walls configured in aVectangular array such that each inside corner 
angle is 90 degrees and with adjacent pairs of the side walls each forming a 
generally rectangular corner therebetween. 

23. (Previously Presented) The ttay of claim 22 wherein the plurality of 
spaced-apart internal inclined alignment comer surfaces comprises four spaced- 
apart internal alignment inclined comer surfaces, one provided at each corner of 
the tray, and wherein each corner surface provides a conical alignment surface 
forming a steep obtuse angle in a vertical plane rWtive to the bottom wall. 

24. (Previously Presented) The tray of claim 23 wherein each internal 
inclined alignment corner surface is recessed into an innersurface of an adjacent 
pair of the side walls so as to provide a concave, conical alignment corner 
surface therein. \ 
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25. (Previously Presented) The trey of claim 21 wherein each internal 
inclined alignment Ler surface comprises an arcuate alignment shoulder formed 
l„ the comer and reused relative to an inner surface of the corner adjacent 
the alignment shoulder. 

Please add the following neW claims: 

26. (New) A thermal Istic expanded foam rectangular tray trimmed from 

a thermal plastic expanded foarn\web, comprising: 
a substantially rectangular bottom wall; 

four side walls extendinkupward and outward from the bottom wall 
integrally interconnected to each other\t four perpendicular corners each having 
an inside corner angle of 90 degrees; 

each of the side walls having ah inclined lower section and an upper 
wall section that extends upward terminating \a lip that extends outward around 

the periphery of the tray; and 

the upper wall section having an alWnt corner surface on an 
inside surface of each perpendicular corner inclined in a vertical plane and 
extending upward and outward to the lip at each i* the four comers, each 
alignment corner surface in a horizontal plane induing an arc having an 
opening, the arc defining an angle that is greater than 9 o\egrees and less than 
,80 degrees to produce an increased alignment surface are\» when compared to 
a right-angled come, surface, the opening defined by the arc specifically provided 
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t0 create an inWed *men, surface area and .so ,o receive an outward. 

— g «v- - a oomp '" ma,,na comer 

from me thermal p<aV expanded loam web. 

, ■ o« uiharein the upper wal1 section 
27. (New) The Way as in claim 26. wherem hh 

comprises: 

an inside surface; 
an outside surface; anc 
polity o, reinforcing \b members formed on the Inside surface. 

28 . (New) The tray as in cam 27. .herein the rib members are lormed 
to not extend to the outside Wace. 


so as 



irt hai\ 27 wherein an outer surface of the 
29. (New) The tray as in claw* 27, wner 

»nH the alionmenXcorner surface cooperate to prov.de a 
inclined lower section and the alignments 

bifurcated alignment structure during trimmNng of the tray. 

■ ,. nim 29 wheU the outer surface of the lower 
30. (New) The tray as in claim 29, wherein 

i-A ,»,ith a female die member to 
section cooperates, during a severing oper a „o\w«h 

provide a coarse alignment structure and the aUm en, corner surface o. 
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uppe , saeUoVopera.es ™ ith a " " 

alignment fixture^ a male member to provide a ft. alignment structure. 

31. (New) Th\y as in claim 26, wherein each alignment corner surface 

- - on rt\ndudes a wide curved arc in the horizontal plane and 
is conical in shape and 'includes a wiu« v 

. steep inclined shaiiow coWal wall element in the vertical plane. 

' 32 (New) The tray as in\laim 26, wherein each a«ignmen. comer surface 
„ formed In an indented rib sec\n that is formed in the upper wall section o, 
each of the side walls. 

33. (New) A thermal plastic expand foam rectangular tray .rimmed from 
a thermal plastic expanded foam web, corWising: 
a substantially rectangular bottofn wall; 

(our side walls extending uowarAnd oumard from the bottom wai, 
ll9 gra„y interconnected to each other a, fou, perpendicular comers each having 


in 


a right-angled inside corner; 

each of the side walls having an InclinedW section and an upper 
wall section, the uppe, wal, section extends upward Wing in a Hp that 
extends outward around the periphery of the tray, the upV section o, the s,de 
M ,l having an inside surface and an outside surface, an\ wherein the inside 
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surface includes a plu^ty of reinforcing ribs configured to provide extra stiffness 

to the upper wall section^ 

wherein the up\er wall section has an alignment comer surface on 
the inside surface, the alignment corner surface is inclined in a verticai plane 
and extends upward and outwa\d to the lip at each of the four corners, wherein 
each alignment corner surface inV horizontal plane includes an arcuate surface 
formed as a recessed section into the plurality of ribs; 

wherein the recessed se^ion is limited to an arcuate surface area 
formed by the corners of the side wallsVn angle defined by the arcuate surface 
being greater than 90 degrees and le\s than 180 degrees to produce an 
increased alignment surface area when \ompared to a right-angled corner 

surface, and \ 

wherein an opening defined by the arcuate surface is specifically 
provided to receive an outwardly extending corneV element of a complementary 
mating corner alignment fixture to maintain the trL accurately aligned at the 
corners as the tray is being trimmed from the thecal plastic expanded foam 
web. 
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